; Guadeloupe, Martinique, and St John in the Caribbean (Pressik & Herbst 1973 , Jaffe & Lattke 1994 ; and New Caledonia, Hawaii, and Tahiti in the Pacific Ocean (Huddleston et al. 1968 , Perrault 1987 , Taylor 1987 in McGlynn 1999 . It has been also found on a boat between Cuba and Trinidad (Kempf 1972) .
With the possible exception of Monomorium pharaonis (Linnaeus) (Myrmicinae), which is essentially cosmopolitan, H. punctatissima has the most widespread distribution among members of the family. The list of countries from where H. punctatissima has been reported is almost certainly incomplete, as the species is cryptic or locally rare (Bernard 1968 , Kutter 1977 , Timmins & Stradling 1993 ) and hence difficult to collect. Compounding the problem, H. punctatissima is frequently identified only by its alate females caught during their dispersion phase, before or after mating (Kutter 1977 , Collingwood 1985 , Gray et al. 1995 , being the males ergatogyne (Kütter 1977 , Hölldobler & Wilson 1990 . The rareness of this tramp ant at local levels is certainly an artifact due to its elusive habits. In northern countries, for example, H. punctatissima is found inside houses and greenhouses (Roger 1859 , Stradling 1965 , Olafsson 1985 , Seifert 1996 where it seems to find ideal conditions and shelter from external low-temperature conditions. It is possible that for that reason H. punctatissima has been found in hospitals in England and Connecticut and Wisconsin (USA) sometimes forming large colonies (Gray et al. 1995 The reasons for the ecological success of H. punctatissima, at first approximation astonishing for an elusive species, should be found in its ability to take advantage of places with organic matter in decomposition, such as compost heaps (Whitehead 1994) , media for earthworm cultures (Stradling 1965) , horse dung (Timmins & Stradling 1993) , horse stables (Forel 1874 in Kutter 1977 , and chicken dung (see record above). It appears that the species follows human settlements since at least the end of the Roman period in cold Europe, as indicated by archeological data provided by Collingwood (1979 in Timmins & Stradling 1993 ) and discussed by other authors (Whitehead 1994 , Seifert 1996 . Timmins & Stradling (1993) suggest that horses have been responsible for the geographic expansion of H. punctatissima at least during the historic period, arguing that the ant species was certainly more common when horses were used as traction and carrying animals and, for that reason, the ant is today widely distributed in Britain, although always locally rare, being found mainly in horse stables. This hypothesis in turn suggests that H. punctatissima dispersed from or originated in Central Asia, native place of the domestic horse and other large herbivores, which have been domesticated early by man. However, the maintenance of permanent colonies of this ant in houses, greenhouses, and hospitals is much more recent, due to relatively constant temperature conditions in human settlements particularly since the Industrial Revolution. In tropical countries where H. punctatissima has been introduced, the species is locally rare, probably because its nesting environment is confined to decomposing matter and wood detritus close to human establishments where competitors may occur.
